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Delegate Hand-out for Activity 2: Ethics Assessment Tool

Instructions

e Follow the instructions of the facilitator and read through the questions and information
provided in the section below titled ‘Setting the Scene’

o Briefly review pages 2 and 3 of the Ethics Assessment Tool that you received from the facilitator

e Spend up to 40 minutes completing pages 4-24 of the Assessment Tool and then briefly answer
the two questions below

e Complete the tool to the best of your ability; if you don’t know the answers to some of the
guestions, just leave them blank. (The tool is intended to help you better understand the
specific areas within your TB programme that may be strengthened by the application of the
ethical guidance that will be discussed during the training, and you will not be judged on your
responses)

e If you cannot finish the tool in the allotted time, you may complete it during the breaks or lunch

e Participate in the plenary discussion

Setting the Scene

On the surface, ethics around management of TB may appear simple and even ‘common sense’. For
example, clearly, ethical principles would indicate that effective high quality diagnosis and treatment
services should be available to all at no cost. However, in resource limited settings operationalising
seemingly straightforward ethical concepts can sometimes be challenging. Prevention, diagnosis, care
and treatment of TB, both drug-susceptible and drug-resistant TB, raise important ethical and human
rights issues that must be addressed. For example, TB particularly affects poor and vulnerable
populations, and therefore social justice and equity must be at the heart of the response.

Further, with the ongoing TB/HIV epidemic, increase in drug-resistance, new ethical questions and
challenges are emerging. Finally some of the ethical dilemmas and challenges faced by TB programmes
may not have clear or simple solutions. The purpose of the WHO ethics guidance, the assessment tool,
and this course is to help gain a better understanding of issues, identify, share and discuss challenges
and approaches and raise awareness of these issues within TB programmes.

Questions and Responses
1. What was your experience completing the tool?
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2. Based on the tool, what are some challenges or strengths around ethical management of TB in
your programme?
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